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Ajanta Caves World Heritage Day is observed on
<+ Ellora Caves April 18 every year with an aim to
< Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram = increase awareness about the
% Sun Temple of Konark importance of protecting Culture &
% R el e The International Council on
% Khajuraho Groups of Monuments Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in
<+ Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi 1982 announced 18 April as the
<+ Rock Shelters of Bhimbethka WORLD HERITAGE DAY. This
% Archaeological Sitt of Nalanda was approved by  General
Mahavihar Assembly of UNESCO in 1983 with

the aim of enhancing awareness |
about the importance of Cultural |
History, Monuments and to

#» Chola Temple
<+ Group of Monuments at Hampi

<+ Group of monuments at Pattadkal conserve them. |

World Heritage Day (18" April 2021)
“Our Monuments are a beautiful reflection of our Ancient Cultural Roots.”




Nalanda Universi

Dr. Ritu Jaiswal

The ruins of ancient Nalanda are close to |

a village called Burgaon in the stale of

Bihar .Nalanda is mentioned in ancient |

Buddhist and Jain literature as a place

where Buddha and Mahavira came and |
stayed very often. These text suggest that |
Nalanda was already a prosperous and |

famous place in the 6th century B.C. But

the excavation at Nalanda did not reveal | |
any remains earier than the fifth century |

A.D , probably there was a setflement of

some kind at Nalanda from the 6th |
century B.C .onwards, but the famous |
monastery- cum-university was set up |
much later in about the 5th century A.D. |
An important clue is the fact Fa Hsien, |

the Chinese pilgrim who visited India in
the early fifth century A.D. mentions the
place but does not

villages to the Nalanda monastery.

Hsuan Tsang was not the only Monk from
another land to visit Nalanda. After him ,
eleven other

these later travellers was a Chinese

mention the |
monastery. Later kings such as Harsha of |
Kannauj and the Pala kings of Bengal and |

Bihar built builldings here and granfed |
g Sl celnge SFEMEC ! Monk named | Tsing. Like Hsuan Tsang,

Chinese and Kcraan |

travelers visited to the univarsity One of than 3,000 monks lived in Nalanda .

he also wrote about his travel and
| experiences , he also visited and stayed
at Nalanda. T -Tsing tells us that more

Bhimbethka Rock Shelters - Dr. Ritu Jaiswal

The first artists were stone age people
whose names we do not know. Prehistoric
rock paintings have been found in many
parts of the world. There are over 150 rock
painting sites in India itself. The largest and
most spectacular one is located in the
Vindhyan hills at Bhimbetka in Madhya
Pradesh.

Bhimbetka is like gigantic open-air art
gallery where we can see pictures made by
people over thousands of years. Out of the

642 rock shelter at Bhimbetka, nearly 400
have paintings. The oldest and largest
number of paintings, belong to the
mesolithic phase of the stone age. They
may be about 10,000 years old.

The stone age artists made their
paintings on the surfaces, walls and

= cellings of the rock . Maybe these were

the places where some sort of secret

g magic or religious rituals were performed
+ .Some of the most grand paintings are
| very high up on rock surfaces or close to

i the ceilings of the rock shelters .The

artists and their helpers could only have
climbed to these spots with the help of
scaffolding. Such paintings must have
had a special importance for the people.
One of the curious things about the
paintings at many rock art . At Bhimbetka
some places there are as many as 20
layers of paintings, on the top of the
other. We don't know for sure, but maybe
this was because some of the painting
and places were considered sacred or
special.

Hampi - Priyanka G

The austere, grandiose site of Han,,

the last capital of the last great Hindu
Kingdom of Vijayanagar. Its fabulously rich
princes built Dravidian temples and palaces
which won the admiraion of travellers
between the 14th and 16th centuries.

Conquered by the Deccan Muslim
confederacy in 1565, the city was pillaged
over a period of six months before being
abandoned. The property encompasses an
area of 4187, 24 heclares, located in the
Tungabhadra basin in Central Karnataka,
Bellary District.

Hampi's spectacular seiting is dominated by
river Tungabhadra, craggy hill ranges and
open plains, with widespread physical
remains. The sophistication of the varied
urban, royal and sacred systems is evident
from the more than 1600 surviving remains
that include forts, riverside features, royal
and sacred complexes, temples, shrines,
pillared  halls, Mandapas, memorial
structures, gateways, defence check posts,
stables, water structures, etc.

“History is unending dialogue between the past and present.”
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Heritage Quiz
Dr. Nishi Seth

1. Which of the following UNESCO
cultural heritage site is in Bihar ?
A) Taj Mahal B) Jantar Mantar
C) Nalanda Mahavihar E) None of
above
2. How many natural sites are there in
UNESCO's world heritage sites in
India ?
A)7 B) 22
Q)9 E) 15
3.In which state group of monuments
at Pattadkal is located ?
A) Bihar B) Karnataka
C) Orissa E) Goa
4. Which state has maximum no. Of
UNESCO World Heritage sites “
A) Maharastra B) UP
C) Rajasthan E)Karnatka

NG 2. A, 3B, 4 A

Heritage Quiz
Dr. Ritu Jaiswal

5. The brick core of the largest stupa
known as Great Stupa at Sanchi
was built dur ing the time:

A) .Kanishka 1 B).Ashoka
C).Pushyamitra sung D).Menander

6. Which of the following places had

recently yielded an inscribed

sculpture of Ashoka :
A) Junagarh B).Delhi
C) .Hampi D).Sannati

7. Digging of canal by a Nanda king is
mentioned in :
A).Junagarh inscription B).Aihole
inscription
C).Hathigumpha inscription
D).Gwalior inscription
8. The famous Kailashnath Temple at
Ellora was carved out during the time
of :
A) Rashtrakutas B).Pallavas
C).Cholas D).Gupta

|5.a, 6.0, 7.C, 8.A

“History is unending dialogue between the past and present.”
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Heritage Quiz
Dr. Meenu Agrawal

1. Where Ellora Caves are situated :
A) Madhya Pradesh B) Maharashtra
C) Andhra Pradesh  E) Rajasthan
2. Which of the following is the oldest
stone structurein India:
A) Tajmahal B) Qutubminar
C) Red Fort E) Sanchi Stupa
3. Which World Heritage Site was built by
king Narasinhdeva | of the eastern
Ganga Dynasty
A) Khajuraho B) Bodhgaya
C) Ajanta cave E) Sun Temple Konark
4, The Great living Chola temple is a
UNESCO World Heritage site in state of
A) Kerala B) Karnataka
C) Tamilnadu E) Telanganan
5. Where is famous Shore Temple in India
located :
A) Andhra Pradesh B) Tamilnadu
C) Karnataka E) Kerala

6. What is the Vahan or vehicle of River

Goddess Ganga :
A) Tortoise B) Makar
C) Lion D) Peacock

7. In Which archaeological site do we find
the Dhamekha & Dharmrajika Stupa :
A) Sanchi B) Sarnath
C) Amaravati D) Bodhgaya

8. A World Heritage Site ‘ Rock Shelters of
Bhimbethka' isin :

A) Uttar Pradesh B) Tamilnadu
C) Madhya Pradesh D) Telangana

9. Which Heritage site is famous for its
Chalukyan Style of Architecture :

A) Konark B) Khajuraho
C) Pattadkal D) Rani ki Vav

10. Ajanta Caves are situated in which
state of India :

A) Gujarat B) Karnataka

C) Maharashtra D) Tamilnadu
1.B 4.C 8.C
2.E 5B S.C
3.E 6.8
7.B
d -



